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entirely free, and the grand old castle, which had
braved a hundred sieges, was in the hands of a
national garrison. As the last Turkish soldier
quitted Servian soil Michael's policy was trium-
phantly vindicated, for the tribute now alone re-
mained as a relic of the old Turkish days. It was
even thought that the Prince would be supported by
France and Austria if he added Bosnia to his
dominions. Fortune was indeed smiling on the
Serbs._

But the hand of the assassin had marked Prince
Michael as a victim. From the beginning of his
reign there had been a strong opposition against him.
His virtues made him unpopular with some, for he
rigidly refused to proscribe the adherents of the
Karageorgevic faction and hand their posts to his
adherents. They could not understand the Prince's
maxim, that " Servia was so small a country, and had
so great a mission, that he could not look at the
colour of the men whom he employed in the State
service." The Karageorgevic party was not in the
least appeased by his generosity. The ex-Prince
Alexander assumed the part of a Pretender, and his
agents represented the fiscal and military reforms of
Michael as injurious to the nation. In 1864 the dis-
contented elements in the country united in a con-
spiracy against the Prince, some desiring the recall of
Alexander, others wishing to proclaim a Republic,
The' plot failed, but the scandal caused by the
acquittal of the conspirators, and the subsequent
impeachment of the judges who had acquitted them,
did no good to the Government On his way back
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